
Prayer Concerns 
 

Bernie Allison, Sammy Barnwell, Vernon Batton, Bill Bay, Jan Bechtel, Glenn Blalock, 
Kevin Bowen, Mollie Breeze,  Willoree Broach, Billy Cates, B.C. Champion, Mickey 
Clayton, Randy & Rhonda Clayton, Vickie Cochran, Rev. Francis Daniel, Charles 
Daniels, Marie Dunman, Barry Eller, Vann Elliott, Linda Ferrell, Loretta Foushee, 
Kristina Gentry, Tom Gilliam, Fay Goodwin, Emily Gregory, Ginger Harris, Donna 

Helms, Robin Hill, Jesse Hourigan, Allen Hunt, Sharon James, Gail Jones, Peggy Jones, Kay 
Lambert, Mike Laws, Cleo Long, Frankie Long, Robert Lozier, Virginia Lunsford, Beverly Matthews, 
Wesley Meadows, Monica Moore, Tony Moreau,  Scott Murphy, Christie Oakley, Pam 
Pendergrass, Peggy Pendergrass, Tony Pleasant, Sarah Poindexter, Stephen & Melissa 
Poindexter, Fay Pope, Helen Pope, Robin Reaves, Barbara Rogers, Lois & Franklin Rudd, 
Margaret Ann Rudder, Mary Ann Satterwhite, Micholene Shumacher, Tommy Skinner, Katie 
Soloman, Taylor Stewart, Emma Thornton, Ann Whitfield, Elizabeth Whitfield, Tammy R. Whitt, 
Brenda Williams, Everette Willman Tommy Wolfe, Emma Yarborough  
 

Military:  Charles & Kris Bradsher, Jon Bradsher, Wallace Bradsher, Jr., Travis Long, Jeff Priest  
 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
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In Sympathy to the family of: 
 

India Brooks, F.O. Clayton, Bill Day, Elbert Evans, Alice Gordon, Donna Helms,   
Blanch Martin, Flint Oakley, Charlie Ooten, Woody Rickman, Stony Stonebreaker, Saunders 

McWhartor, Gregg Walker, Alma Wilkerson, Bob Woody Archie Wrenn, Nancy Yancey 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4                                     

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 

THE POWER OF WORDS 

 “Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God 

the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Ephesians 5:18b-20 

 

There are two ways to look at this passage. If we take it literally then Paul is saying that we 

should sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to one another. In the Message by Eugene Peterson 

he translates it in the literal sense. He writes, “Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him. Sing 

hymns instead of drinking songs! Sing songs from your heart to Christ. Sing praises over 

everything, any excuse for a song to God the Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ.” Well, 

the act of singing and praising God might be exactly what Paul was speaking of here but, I think 

that Paul’s intent runs deeper than that. Let’s look at the figurative sense of this passage. I think 

Paul is most certainly urging the Ephesians to be filled with the Spirit, but he is also saying that the 

Spirit should influence the way they spoke to one another. In other words, their words should 

reflect their love for Christ and for each other. 
 

I think that we sometimes underestimate the power of words. Words can move us to tears of 

sorrow or fill us with joy. They can move us to introspective reflection or they can make us burst 

out in laughter. Words can bring us low and limit what we can accomplish or they can take us to 

places that we have never been before and lift us to heights that we have never experienced. Words 

can incite suspicion and war or they can dismantle animosity and foster peace. Words can tear 

communities apart or they can unite a nation. Words can erect walls that we hide behind or they 

can create doors through which we can enter each other’s lives. Words can rend apart the closest of 

friends or they build bridges of understanding between the worst of enemies. Our words can 

discourage or encourage. They can breed despair or inspire confidence. Words can destroy or they 

can build up. Words can instill fear or bolster the flagging cause. Words can sound defeat or propel 

us to victory. Words can crush the human spirit and stifle the promise of the future or they can 

inspire hope and give life to dreams. 
 

In his little book, "An Enemy Called Average”, John L. Mason says this about words: 
 

OUR WORDS ARE SEEDS PLANTED INTO OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES 

What we say is important. The Bible states that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 

(Matt. 12:34) We need to change our vocabulary. We need to speak words of life and light. Our talk should 

always rise to the level of the Word of God. We Christians should be known as people who speak 

positively, those who speak the Word of God into situations, those who speak forth words of life. 
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We should not be like the man who joined a monastery in which the monks were allowed to speak only 

two words every seven years. After the first seven years had passed, the new initiate met with the abbot who 

asked him, “Well, what are your two words?” 

“Food’s bad,” replied the man, who then went back to spend another seven-year period before once 

again meeting with his ecclesiastical superior. 

“What are your two words now?” asked the clergyman. 

“Bed’s hard,” responded the man. 

Seven years later, twenty-one years after his initial entry into the monastery the man met with the abbot 

for the third and final time. 

“And what are your two words this time?” he was asked. 

“I quit,” 

“Well, I’m not surprised.” answered the disgusted cleric, “all you’ve done since you got here is  

complain!” 

Don’t be like that man; don’t be known as a person whose only words are negative. 

If you are a member of the “murmuring grapevine,” you need to resign. In John 6:43 our Lord instructed 

His disciples, “Murmur not among yourselves.” In Philippians 2:14,15 the Apostle Paul exhorted the believers 

of his day: “Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 

of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 

world.” 

Contrary to what you may have heard, talk is not cheap. Talk is very expensive. We should know that our 

words are powerful. What we say affects what we get from others, and what others get from us. When we speak 

the wrong word, it lessens our ability to see and hear the will of God. 

 

Examples of words in action, both for good and bad abound. One of the most heart-rending scenes I’ve 

ever witnessed was that of a parent tearing a little child down with abusive words and belittling names that were 

meant to tear down the child’s self-esteem and embarrass his soul. But then one of the most gratifying things 

I’ve ever witnessed is what happens when a child is nurtured, encouraged and taught to explore and pursue the 

possibilities that God has for them. That child grows up happy, believes in themselves and accomplishes much 

for God. It is heart breaking to see families which have been split by harsh and cruel words that reveal selfish 

and hateful attitudes. But one of the most wonderful things I’ve seen is families that pray for each other, truly 

enjoy each other’s company and pull together in hard times. And one of the worst witnesses I’ve seen is when 

Christian people cannot get along even within the Body of Christ. Back biting, gossiping and quarrelling have no 

place in the Body of Christ. But one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever experienced is when Christian     

brothers and sisters really act like brothers and sisters and speak words of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness 

and gentleness. Do those things sound familiar? They should because those are all gifts of the Spirit. All of us 

should be careful how we talk to each other because our words can bring healing through forgiveness and       

reconciliation or they can work like poison to destroy relationships with hatred and bitterness. 

 

Our words reflect where our heart and soul is. Many times, if you want to know how close someone is to 

the Lord then just listen to their words. Are they words of hope? Are they words that heal? Are they words that 

inspire? Are they words that build others up? Are they words that encourage? Are they words that reflect a heart 

that looks up to the possibilities of life? Are they words that reflect a soul and spirit transformed by God? Let us 

all be watchful so that we can take advantage of every opportunity to speak healing and encouragement to and 

for each other. Let us take every opportunity to express the love of God by speaking words of kindness,          

forgiveness, and love.  

 

      Peace to You, 

 

      Donald 
 

Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 
It looks like this upcoming school year will be as busy as last year. We 
have enrolled 35 kids this far. The teachers this year are Ms. Michelle the 
2yr. old teacher, Ms. Pat the 3yr.old teacher, and Ms. Bumpass and Ms. 
Barbara are the 4 yr. old teachers. We have a few open slots in the 4 yr. 
old class that we would love to fill. If you know of any 4yr. old children 

please have the parents contact Ms. Barbara. The first day of school will be Tuesday, 
September 4th.  The teachers are very excited to start the new school year. 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

 

Mt Zion UMC Preschool  

A History of Making a Difference in a Child’s Life 
 

The preschool started with a vision to serve children in a loving environment and to give 

them a basic skills foundation they need to excel in their future schooling.  Mt Zion  
Preschool opened in 2002 under the leadership of Rev Norma Walters with the help of  

Kim Faulkenbury and Maria Lea.  It began with an enrollment of 12 children and now has 
grown to an average of 33 children enrolled in the program each year. 

 

The preschool is a “self-supporting mission” of Mt Zion United Methodist Church through 
its members and preschool family. This includes donations from church members and the 

community, as well as fundraising activities spearheaded through the preschool itself.  
The mission is to provide a Christian preschool for children that will draw them and their 

families into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ and his church.  Under the guidance 
of Christian teachers, this preschool provides an educational program which considers 

the developmental needs of the children and emphasizes growth in all areas:  spiritual, 
social, emotional, physical, and intellectual.   

 
Together the church and the staff have accomplished our first ten years, and we  

celebrate as we begin our second decade. We would like our preschool not only to  

continue to thrive, but to go above and beyond and set challenging, but attainable goals 

to enhance the child’s first learning experience outside the home and in preparing them 

for the future. To be more specific, we would like to double our enrollment within the 

next 10 years. In order to continue in our mission, we are asking for your continued  

support. All of this is not possible without monetary help from the church.  We are asking 

that everyone donate $1 for each year of the next decade. Through your continued  

support we believe we will experience another successful decade of serving the children 

of our community. Thank you for joining in the "Ten for Ten" campaign ($1 for each of 

next 10 yrs.), so we may accomplish even more for children in our next decade through 

our preschool mission. 

     

As we look to the future, the upcoming pastoral and preschool staff are: Donald Daniel, 

Barbara Carr, Kathy Bumpass, Pat Hurdle, Michelle Moore, and Pam Rodgers. 



 

 Christian Help Center Update: 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 - HOLEMAN FAMILY 
OCTOBER 26 - HAWKINS/GARRETT FAMILY 
NOVEMBER 23 - TUCK FAMILY 
DECEMBER 28 - TUCK FAMILY 

 

"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done."  
Proverbs 19:17 

Cheerful Hearts 
 

The Cheerful Hearts met August 15, 2012 in the new fellowship hall of Mt. Zion UMC with 

33 people attending.  Sunflowers were the theme.  Rev. Donald Daniel of Mt. Zion UMC 

gave the devotion on “Words”.  He told how words could be used for good or bad.  They can 

show love or they can tear down.  They can erect walls or open doors.  Words can 

encourage or discourage.  Therefore, we need to choose our words wisely.  Bess Whitt from 

the Co-operative Extension Service gave our program “Memory”.  She told us about the 

changes in us as we age, and what is normal and what is not normal in memory loss.  Our 

mental functions are enhanced if we force ourselves to reason and react quickly and also to 

involve ourselves in mentally stimulating activities.  Only 10% of people over 65 have 

Alzheimer's disease, whereas 50% of those over 85 are affected.  Ways to avoid memory 

loss-(1) Watch your medications, (2) Get regular exercise, (3) Practice good nutrition,  

(4) Practice good health habits.  Any food good for your heart is good for your head.  Door 

prizes were given, and bingo was played, followed by refreshments served by Jeanne 

Willman and Joan Horton.  Please come to our next meeting, September 19, 2012. 

Hear, O kings; give ear, O rulers! 
I—to the LORD, I will sing, 

I will sing praise to the LORD, the God of Israel.  Judges 5:3 

 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
Blended Worship Service 

8:30 am – New Fellowship Hall 
 

This early morning worship service features a scriptural message from  
Pastor Donald Daniel 

and a blend of more recent congregational songs of praise with traditional hymns by 
Love2Praise. 

Scripture, songs and messages are projected on the wall. 
  Come as you are….God looks on the inside, not the outside. 

 

Love2Praise 
Mt. Zion UMC Praise Team 

 

Aaron Brooks – electric guitar 
Susanne Duncan – keyboard 

Nick Rodgers – drums 
Paul Ronk – bass 

Joey Scott – guitar 
 

Vocals 
Carol Daniel 
Jill Rimmer 
Joey Scott 
Kim Tuck 

 

AV & Sound 
Chuck Rodgers 

Zachary Rodgers 

Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved to support the ten for ten fundraising promotion for the pre-school. 
Motion approved to merge the two youth bank accounts.  
Motion approved to accept the revised secretarial job description. 
Motion approved to create an education, small group, and missions committee.  

  

 Save The Date 

Harvest Sale 
 

Friday, October 5th  

and  

Saturday, October 6th 

 

Accepting Monetary  

Donations To Help With  

Cost of Ingredients.   

 

Please see Pam Rodgers. 

Mt. Zion Quilters Update… 
 

The Quilters of Mt. Zion met August 2, 2012 for an 

old fashioned quilting bee.  We quilted a while, had 

lunch and then quilted some more.  To date, we 

have quilted approximately 10 queen sized quilts — 

donated to the Hurdle Mills Fire Dept., Mt. Zion 

UMC, and to the Boy Scouts.  A few others we 

quilted for private parties.  We have given 171  

prayer quilts.  This included 27 to Maple Heights 

Rest Home and 35 to Haiti relief efforts.  In  

addition we have just recently donated $250 to the 

Mt. Zion Building Fund. 



 

I don’t think that I can say, “Thank you!!!” enough to everyone at Mt. Zion. Everyone has been so 
supportive of our Youth Ministry here and what we are doing to grow. So far we have begun  
decorating the basement and transforming it into a youth gathering place and held our first  
meeting down there. 
 

This fall we are going to be a very active group with meetings and outings. I encourage everyone to invite any 
middle or high school age kids that you know to come join us for at least one of our meetings or even one of 
our outings.  We look forward to having everyone join us as we hold fundraising events to pay for our brig trip 
to Pilgrimage in November. 
 
The first event we have is our fall mum sale. We will be taking orders until September 16th. Orders can be 
placed through the mum order form or through this website; http://tinyurl.com/mumorderform 
Our second big event is a BBQ lunch on September 9 right after the 10:55 service. We will be serving up BBQ 
along with fixings. Donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
September 22nd the Mt. Zion Youth will be hosting a cornhole tournament. The cost will be $20 per team. 
There will be cash prizes awarded. Teams can register at http://tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole 
Again, thank you to everyone for your continued support of Mt. Zion’s youth ministry. 
 
Stephen Poindexter 
(919) 345-8974 
mtzionumcyouth@gmail.com 

Mt Zion Communication Guidelines 
Communication is important in any organization, especially a congregation.  Our hope is the below guidelines will 
enhance communication at Mt. Zion UMC. 
 

Methods of Communication: 
Weekly Bulletin 

Content and format are determined by the Pastor, Worship Committee, Evangelism Committee and Communications  
Committee.  The Church Secretary is responsible for preparing, printing, folding, etc.  Calendar events, announcements and 
bulletin inserts should be submitted to the Church Secretary by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday bulletin in which the  
information is to be printed. 
 

The Messenger 
This is Mt. Zion’s monthly published newsletter.  The Church Secretary is responsible for preparing, printing, folding, etc.   
Deadline for material to be included is the 15th of the preceding month.  The Communications Committee encourages  
electronic submission of announcements, articles, etc.  Inclusion of material is dependent upon space availability.  Major  
formatting changes will be handled by the Communications Committee. 

 

Email 
The Communications Committee maintains an email mailing list as a contact list for all members and friends of the church. 
 

The mailing list allows announcements, concerns, events, and reminders to be automatically sent to everyone who has signed 
up for the list. 
 

Only the list administrator knows who’s on the list.  Your email address is not being shared with anyone else when you join or 
receive messages from this list. 

 

To send a message to everyone on the list, just write an email message and address the message to  
mtzionlist@mtzionumc.com.  

 

Information you may receive: 
1. Reminders of special worship services/events 
2. General meeting reminders 
3. Death/funeral arrangements for family/friends  
4. Birth announcements of church members and/or their family members 
5. Iillness/surgery/recovery of a church member or immediate family 

(parent, spouse, child, grandparent, grandchild) 
One Call Now 

This is an automatic telephone dialing system.  This voice broadcasting service immediately delivers messages to the entire 
congregation or designated subgroups with just 1 phone call.  This form of communication will make calls to people within the 
congregation who want to be informed about church-related announcements, concerns, events or reminders. 
 

 Information you may receive: 

Alert congregation of unexpected changes in the worship schedule (example – services cancelled due to  

inclement weather) 

Reminders of special worship services/events 

General meeting reminders 

Unscheduled meetings 

Death/funeral arrangements of a church member or immediate family 
(parent, spouse, child, grandparent, grandchild) 

Birth announcements of church members only 
 

A feature of the Phone Tree is that the machine will attempt to telephone the same number several times until contact is 
made.  If you cannot be reached and have an answering machine, the system will leave a message.  This is helpful to assure 
that the message is heard. 

 
Except in the event of an emergency, calls will be made 
Monday through Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Listed are subgroups and person/s authorized in that subgroup to initiate phone calls.  That person may or may not be  
authorized to send messages to the entire church or just their designated subgroup.  ALL members of the Communications 
Committee are authorized to send messages to the entire roster and to each subgroup. 

 

Join the Mt. Zion Youth for a BBQ lunch. 

 

 
Sept. 9 

 

After 10:55 Service 

 

BBQ and Fixings 

 

Donations greatly appreciated 

 

 
Order your fall mums now.  

The youth are accepting  
orders now until Sept. 16 

for Mums. 
 

Fill out an order form or 
place your order online @ 
www.tinyurl.com/mumorderform 

 

Mt. Zion Youth 
Cornhole Tournament 

Sept. 22, 11 am 
 
Register your team now @ www.tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole 

Or see Stephen Poindexter  

http://tinyurl.com/mumorderform
http://tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole
mailto:mtzionumcyouth@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionlist@mtzionumc.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/mumorderform
http://www.tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole


Mt Zion UMC  

BBQ Chicken Supper & Auction 
 

Saturday Sept. 15th  
Supper at 5:00  

Auction at 7:00 
 

Menu: BBQ Chicken Half, Baked Beans,  Boiled Potatoes, Bread, Dessert and Drink  

$8.00 / Take Outs Available. 
 

Children's Plate: Chicken Quarter or Hot Dog with Fixins $5.00 
 

Entertainment @ 6:30 Featuring  

Joey Scott & Andrew Horton 
 

Silent Auction from 5:00 until 6:30  

Auction Items include: 

Homemade Quilt, Cakes, Old Coins, Framed Prints, Autographed Footballs,  

Mountain & Beach Vacations, Antiques, Old Radios, Old Oil Cans, Handmade Bench,  

Dressed Hog, Fresh Sausage & Other Items. 
 

All proceeds benefit Building Fund. 
 

 
 

00  One Call Now Roster includes Preschool Parents (should never be used) 
Church Family 

Patsy Clayton, Sandy Davis, Eleanor Holeman, Danny Morris,  

Stephen Poindexter, Jackie Rimmer 

Circle #2 

Eleanor Holeman 

Ladies of JOY 

Carol Daniel 

Sandy Davis 

Methodist Men 

Danny Morris 
05  Traditional Choir 
 Frank Wrenn 
SPRC 

 Danny Morris  

07  Church Trustees 
 Paul Hatley 
08  Parsonage Trustees 
 Danny Morris 
09  Cemetery Trustees 
 Patsy Clayton 
10  Evangelism/Outreach Committee 
 Susanne Duncan 
11  Nominations Committee & Leadership Development 
12  Finance Committee 
 Larry Dowell 
13  Building Committee 
14  Preschool Board 
 Sandy Davis 
15  Preschool Children/Families 
 Barbara Carr, Preschool Director 
16  Nurture Committee 
17  Prayer Ministry 
 Eleanor Wrenn 
18  Communications Committee 
19  Fundraising Committee 
20  Council on Ministries (including at large members & age-level rep) 
 Paige Horton, Michelle Moore 
21  Praise Team 
22  Worship Committee 
 Frank Wrenn 
23  Communion Stewards 
24  Jr & Sr Youth 
 Stephen Poindexter 
 

Prayer Team (Chair – Ms. Eleanor Wrenn) 
The purpose of the prayer ministry team is to actively encourage and promote prayer within the life of the church. By being 
open and responsive to the working of the Holy Spirit, we pray that God's love, guidance and healing power would be  
released for the benefit of His people and to His glory. 

 

Communications Committee 
The purpose of this committee is to develop methods for sharing information between the church and its members as well as the 
surrounding community. 
 

Members:  Chuck Rodgers (Chair), Laura Burton, Larry Dowell, Kate Holeman, Jill Rimmer, Pam Rodgers 
 

Communication Guidelines Established: April 2011 
Revised: August 2011 

     August 2012 

SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

The Scouting Ministry is looking forward to the fall. We invite any girl or boy between the ages of 5-18 
to see what scouting is all about. We also encourage parents or other volunteers to become leaders to 
support the activities of the children. We also want to thank you for all the support from Mt Zion, 
parents, and friends. We couldn’t do it without you. 
 

Boy Scouts 
Summer Camp went well at Camp Cherokee in Caswell County, with 3 boy scouts attending. They have 
already registered for upcoming year. 
 

The Boys will go to Wilmington September 18 for a Ferry Boat Drive / Ride. In late September there will 
be a Bike Trip to the North Western NC Mountains (parents and guest invited). Looking to purchase or 
have donated an enclosed trailer for trips. 
 

Boys continue to progress in rankings. 
 

Cub Scouts 
The Cubs have had a busy summer and are looking forward to the upcoming year.  
 

Girl Scouts 
The Girls had a great experience travelling to Washington, DC for the 100th Anniversary in June. We 
are looking forward to the Flag Service, Re-Dedication and Bridging Ceremonies on 
September 8th. The girls will be working towards their Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Awards. These are high honors for the Girl Scouts. 
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bulletin inserts should be submitted to the Church Secretary by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday bulletin in which the  
information is to be printed. 
 

The Messenger 
This is Mt. Zion’s monthly published newsletter.  The Church Secretary is responsible for preparing, printing, folding, etc.   
Deadline for material to be included is the 15th of the preceding month.  The Communications Committee encourages  
electronic submission of announcements, articles, etc.  Inclusion of material is dependent upon space availability.  Major  
formatting changes will be handled by the Communications Committee. 

 

Email 
The Communications Committee maintains an email mailing list as a contact list for all members and friends of the church. 
 

The mailing list allows announcements, concerns, events, and reminders to be automatically sent to everyone who has signed 
up for the list. 
 

Only the list administrator knows who’s on the list.  Your email address is not being shared with anyone else when you join or 
receive messages from this list. 

 

To send a message to everyone on the list, just write an email message and address the message to  
mtzionlist@mtzionumc.com.  

 

Information you may receive: 
1. Reminders of special worship services/events 
2. General meeting reminders 
3. Death/funeral arrangements for family/friends  
4. Birth announcements of church members and/or their family members 
5. Iillness/surgery/recovery of a church member or immediate family 

(parent, spouse, child, grandparent, grandchild) 
One Call Now 

This is an automatic telephone dialing system.  This voice broadcasting service immediately delivers messages to the entire 
congregation or designated subgroups with just 1 phone call.  This form of communication will make calls to people within the 
congregation who want to be informed about church-related announcements, concerns, events or reminders. 
 

 Information you may receive: 

Alert congregation of unexpected changes in the worship schedule (example – services cancelled due to  

inclement weather) 

Reminders of special worship services/events 

General meeting reminders 

Unscheduled meetings 

Death/funeral arrangements of a church member or immediate family 
(parent, spouse, child, grandparent, grandchild) 

Birth announcements of church members only 
 

A feature of the Phone Tree is that the machine will attempt to telephone the same number several times until contact is 
made.  If you cannot be reached and have an answering machine, the system will leave a message.  This is helpful to assure 
that the message is heard. 

 
Except in the event of an emergency, calls will be made 
Monday through Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Listed are subgroups and person/s authorized in that subgroup to initiate phone calls.  That person may or may not be  
authorized to send messages to the entire church or just their designated subgroup.  ALL members of the Communications 
Committee are authorized to send messages to the entire roster and to each subgroup. 

 

Join the Mt. Zion Youth for a BBQ lunch. 

 

 
Sept. 9 

 

After 10:55 Service 

 

BBQ and Fixings 

 

Donations greatly appreciated 

 

 
Order your fall mums now.  

The youth are accepting  
orders now until Sept. 16 

for Mums. 
 

Fill out an order form or 
place your order online @ 
www.tinyurl.com/mumorderform 

 

Mt. Zion Youth 
Cornhole Tournament 

Sept. 22, 11 am 
 
Register your team now @ www.tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole 

Or see Stephen Poindexter  

http://tinyurl.com/mumorderform
http://tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole
mailto:mtzionumcyouth@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionlist@mtzionumc.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/mumorderform
http://www.tinyurl.com/mtzioncornhole


 

 Christian Help Center Update: 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 - HOLEMAN FAMILY 
OCTOBER 26 - HAWKINS/GARRETT FAMILY 
NOVEMBER 23 - TUCK FAMILY 
DECEMBER 28 - TUCK FAMILY 

 

"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done."  
Proverbs 19:17 

Cheerful Hearts 
 

The Cheerful Hearts met August 15, 2012 in the new fellowship hall of Mt. Zion UMC with 

33 people attending.  Sunflowers were the theme.  Rev. Donald Daniel of Mt. Zion UMC 

gave the devotion on “Words”.  He told how words could be used for good or bad.  They can 

show love or they can tear down.  They can erect walls or open doors.  Words can 

encourage or discourage.  Therefore, we need to choose our words wisely.  Bess Whitt from 

the Co-operative Extension Service gave our program “Memory”.  She told us about the 

changes in us as we age, and what is normal and what is not normal in memory loss.  Our 

mental functions are enhanced if we force ourselves to reason and react quickly and also to 

involve ourselves in mentally stimulating activities.  Only 10% of people over 65 have 

Alzheimer's disease, whereas 50% of those over 85 are affected.  Ways to avoid memory 

loss-(1) Watch your medications, (2) Get regular exercise, (3) Practice good nutrition,  

(4) Practice good health habits.  Any food good for your heart is good for your head.  Door 

prizes were given, and bingo was played, followed by refreshments served by Jeanne 

Willman and Joan Horton.  Please come to our next meeting, September 19, 2012. 

Hear, O kings; give ear, O rulers! 
I—to the LORD, I will sing, 

I will sing praise to the LORD, the God of Israel.  Judges 5:3 

 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
Blended Worship Service 

8:30 am – New Fellowship Hall 
 

This early morning worship service features a scriptural message from  
Pastor Donald Daniel 

and a blend of more recent congregational songs of praise with traditional hymns by 
Love2Praise. 

Scripture, songs and messages are projected on the wall. 
  Come as you are….God looks on the inside, not the outside. 

 

Love2Praise 
Mt. Zion UMC Praise Team 

 

Aaron Brooks – electric guitar 
Susanne Duncan – keyboard 

Nick Rodgers – drums 
Paul Ronk – bass 

Joey Scott – guitar 
 

Vocals 
Carol Daniel 
Jill Rimmer 
Joey Scott 
Kim Tuck 

 

AV & Sound 
Chuck Rodgers 

Zachary Rodgers 

Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved to support the ten for ten fundraising promotion for the pre-school. 
Motion approved to merge the two youth bank accounts.  
Motion approved to accept the revised secretarial job description. 
Motion approved to create an education, small group, and missions committee.  

  

 Save The Date 

Harvest Sale 
 

Friday, October 5th  

and  

Saturday, October 6th 

 

Accepting Monetary  

Donations To Help With  

Cost of Ingredients.   

 

Please see Pam Rodgers. 

Mt. Zion Quilters Update… 
 

The Quilters of Mt. Zion met August 2, 2012 for an 

old fashioned quilting bee.  We quilted a while, had 

lunch and then quilted some more.  To date, we 

have quilted approximately 10 queen sized quilts — 

donated to the Hurdle Mills Fire Dept., Mt. Zion 

UMC, and to the Boy Scouts.  A few others we 

quilted for private parties.  We have given 171  

prayer quilts.  This included 27 to Maple Heights 

Rest Home and 35 to Haiti relief efforts.  In  

addition we have just recently donated $250 to the 

Mt. Zion Building Fund. 



 

We should not be like the man who joined a monastery in which the monks were allowed to speak only 

two words every seven years. After the first seven years had passed, the new initiate met with the abbot who 

asked him, “Well, what are your two words?” 

“Food’s bad,” replied the man, who then went back to spend another seven-year period before once 

again meeting with his ecclesiastical superior. 

“What are your two words now?” asked the clergyman. 

“Bed’s hard,” responded the man. 

Seven years later, twenty-one years after his initial entry into the monastery the man met with the abbot 

for the third and final time. 

“And what are your two words this time?” he was asked. 

“I quit,” 

“Well, I’m not surprised.” answered the disgusted cleric, “all you’ve done since you got here is  

complain!” 

Don’t be like that man; don’t be known as a person whose only words are negative. 

If you are a member of the “murmuring grapevine,” you need to resign. In John 6:43 our Lord instructed 

His disciples, “Murmur not among yourselves.” In Philippians 2:14,15 the Apostle Paul exhorted the believers 

of his day: “Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 

of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 

world.” 

Contrary to what you may have heard, talk is not cheap. Talk is very expensive. We should know that our 

words are powerful. What we say affects what we get from others, and what others get from us. When we speak 

the wrong word, it lessens our ability to see and hear the will of God. 

 

Examples of words in action, both for good and bad abound. One of the most heart-rending scenes I’ve 

ever witnessed was that of a parent tearing a little child down with abusive words and belittling names that were 

meant to tear down the child’s self-esteem and embarrass his soul. But then one of the most gratifying things 

I’ve ever witnessed is what happens when a child is nurtured, encouraged and taught to explore and pursue the 

possibilities that God has for them. That child grows up happy, believes in themselves and accomplishes much 

for God. It is heart breaking to see families which have been split by harsh and cruel words that reveal selfish 

and hateful attitudes. But one of the most wonderful things I’ve seen is families that pray for each other, truly 

enjoy each other’s company and pull together in hard times. And one of the worst witnesses I’ve seen is when 

Christian people cannot get along even within the Body of Christ. Back biting, gossiping and quarrelling have no 

place in the Body of Christ. But one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever experienced is when Christian     

brothers and sisters really act like brothers and sisters and speak words of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness 

and gentleness. Do those things sound familiar? They should because those are all gifts of the Spirit. All of us 

should be careful how we talk to each other because our words can bring healing through forgiveness and       

reconciliation or they can work like poison to destroy relationships with hatred and bitterness. 

 

Our words reflect where our heart and soul is. Many times, if you want to know how close someone is to 

the Lord then just listen to their words. Are they words of hope? Are they words that heal? Are they words that 

inspire? Are they words that build others up? Are they words that encourage? Are they words that reflect a heart 

that looks up to the possibilities of life? Are they words that reflect a soul and spirit transformed by God? Let us 

all be watchful so that we can take advantage of every opportunity to speak healing and encouragement to and 

for each other. Let us take every opportunity to express the love of God by speaking words of kindness,          

forgiveness, and love.  

 

      Peace to You, 

 

      Donald 
 

Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 
It looks like this upcoming school year will be as busy as last year. We 
have enrolled 35 kids this far. The teachers this year are Ms. Michelle the 
2yr. old teacher, Ms. Pat the 3yr.old teacher, and Ms. Bumpass and Ms. 
Barbara are the 4 yr. old teachers. We have a few open slots in the 4 yr. 
old class that we would love to fill. If you know of any 4yr. old children 

please have the parents contact Ms. Barbara. The first day of school will be Tuesday, 
September 4th.  The teachers are very excited to start the new school year. 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

 

Mt Zion UMC Preschool  

A History of Making a Difference in a Child’s Life 
 

The preschool started with a vision to serve children in a loving environment and to give 

them a basic skills foundation they need to excel in their future schooling.  Mt Zion  
Preschool opened in 2002 under the leadership of Rev Norma Walters with the help of  

Kim Faulkenbury and Maria Lea.  It began with an enrollment of 12 children and now has 
grown to an average of 33 children enrolled in the program each year. 

 

The preschool is a “self-supporting mission” of Mt Zion United Methodist Church through 
its members and preschool family. This includes donations from church members and the 

community, as well as fundraising activities spearheaded through the preschool itself.  
The mission is to provide a Christian preschool for children that will draw them and their 

families into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ and his church.  Under the guidance 
of Christian teachers, this preschool provides an educational program which considers 

the developmental needs of the children and emphasizes growth in all areas:  spiritual, 
social, emotional, physical, and intellectual.   

 
Together the church and the staff have accomplished our first ten years, and we  

celebrate as we begin our second decade. We would like our preschool not only to  

continue to thrive, but to go above and beyond and set challenging, but attainable goals 

to enhance the child’s first learning experience outside the home and in preparing them 

for the future. To be more specific, we would like to double our enrollment within the 

next 10 years. In order to continue in our mission, we are asking for your continued  

support. All of this is not possible without monetary help from the church.  We are asking 

that everyone donate $1 for each year of the next decade. Through your continued  

support we believe we will experience another successful decade of serving the children 

of our community. Thank you for joining in the "Ten for Ten" campaign ($1 for each of 

next 10 yrs.), so we may accomplish even more for children in our next decade through 

our preschool mission. 

     

As we look to the future, the upcoming pastoral and preschool staff are: Donald Daniel, 

Barbara Carr, Kathy Bumpass, Pat Hurdle, Michelle Moore, and Pam Rodgers. 



Prayer Concerns 
 

Bernie Allison, Sammy Barnwell, Vernon Batton, Bill Bay, Jan Bechtel, Glenn Blalock, 
Kevin Bowen, Mollie Breeze,  Willoree Broach, Billy Cates, B.C. Champion, Mickey 
Clayton, Randy & Rhonda Clayton, Vickie Cochran, Rev. Francis Daniel, Charles 
Daniels, Marie Dunman, Barry Eller, Vann Elliott, Linda Ferrell, Loretta Foushee, 
Kristina Gentry, Tom Gilliam, Fay Goodwin, Emily Gregory, Ginger Harris, Donna 

Helms, Robin Hill, Jesse Hourigan, Allen Hunt, Sharon James, Gail Jones, Peggy Jones, Kay 
Lambert, Mike Laws, Cleo Long, Frankie Long, Robert Lozier, Virginia Lunsford, Beverly Matthews, 
Wesley Meadows, Monica Moore, Tony Moreau,  Scott Murphy, Christie Oakley, Pam 
Pendergrass, Peggy Pendergrass, Tony Pleasant, Sarah Poindexter, Stephen & Melissa 
Poindexter, Fay Pope, Helen Pope, Robin Reaves, Barbara Rogers, Lois & Franklin Rudd, 
Margaret Ann Rudder, Mary Ann Satterwhite, Micholene Shumacher, Tommy Skinner, Katie 
Soloman, Taylor Stewart, Emma Thornton, Ann Whitfield, Elizabeth Whitfield, Tammy R. Whitt, 
Brenda Williams, Everette Willman Tommy Wolfe, Emma Yarborough  
 

Military:  Charles & Kris Bradsher, Jon Bradsher, Wallace Bradsher, Jr., Travis Long, Jeff Priest  
 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
 

The Messenger 
A Newsletter of Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

 

 

Volume 12 Issue 9    September 2012 

 

In Sympathy to the family of: 
 

India Brooks, F.O. Clayton, Bill Day, Elbert Evans, Alice Gordon, Donna Helms,   
Blanch Martin, Flint Oakley, Charlie Ooten, Woody Rickman, Stony Stonebreaker, Saunders 

McWhartor, Gregg Walker, Alma Wilkerson, Bob Woody Archie Wrenn, Nancy Yancey 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4                                     

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 

THE POWER OF WORDS 

 “Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God 

the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Ephesians 5:18b-20 

 

There are two ways to look at this passage. If we take it literally then Paul is saying that we 

should sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to one another. In the Message by Eugene Peterson 

he translates it in the literal sense. He writes, “Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him. Sing 

hymns instead of drinking songs! Sing songs from your heart to Christ. Sing praises over 

everything, any excuse for a song to God the Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ.” Well, 

the act of singing and praising God might be exactly what Paul was speaking of here but, I think 

that Paul’s intent runs deeper than that. Let’s look at the figurative sense of this passage. I think 

Paul is most certainly urging the Ephesians to be filled with the Spirit, but he is also saying that the 

Spirit should influence the way they spoke to one another. In other words, their words should 

reflect their love for Christ and for each other. 
 

I think that we sometimes underestimate the power of words. Words can move us to tears of 

sorrow or fill us with joy. They can move us to introspective reflection or they can make us burst 

out in laughter. Words can bring us low and limit what we can accomplish or they can take us to 

places that we have never been before and lift us to heights that we have never experienced. Words 

can incite suspicion and war or they can dismantle animosity and foster peace. Words can tear 

communities apart or they can unite a nation. Words can erect walls that we hide behind or they 

can create doors through which we can enter each other’s lives. Words can rend apart the closest of 

friends or they build bridges of understanding between the worst of enemies. Our words can 

discourage or encourage. They can breed despair or inspire confidence. Words can destroy or they 

can build up. Words can instill fear or bolster the flagging cause. Words can sound defeat or propel 

us to victory. Words can crush the human spirit and stifle the promise of the future or they can 

inspire hope and give life to dreams. 
 

In his little book, "An Enemy Called Average”, John L. Mason says this about words: 
 

OUR WORDS ARE SEEDS PLANTED INTO OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES 

What we say is important. The Bible states that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 

(Matt. 12:34) We need to change our vocabulary. We need to speak words of life and light. Our talk should 

always rise to the level of the Word of God. We Christians should be known as people who speak 

positively, those who speak the Word of God into situations, those who speak forth words of life. 
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Sunday, 
September 9 

7am 
 

~New Fellowship 
Hall 

 

Cheerful Cheerful 
HeartsHearts 

 

Wednesday, 
September 19 

1-3pm 
 

~New Fellowship 
Hall 

Circle #2Circle #2  
  

Monday, 
September 10 

7pm 
 

~Believer’s Class 

 
Pastor’s Column 

 

Ladies of  Ladies of  
JOYJOY 

 

Monday, 
September 24 

7pm 
 

~Believer’s Class 



September Birthday’s 
2  Stacey Harris, Nicholas Long,  

Matthew McCullock  

3  Travis Brooks  

6  Marshall Duncan, Dorothy Wrenn  

7  Kathy Cates  

8  Sherry Dail  

9  Tony Wilkins  

10  Ann Hawkins, Grace Hawkins, Peter Pavlovich  

12  Jennifer O'Briant, Joey Pixley  

13  Melanie Scott  

15  Jill Rimmer  

16  Abby Porterfield  

18  Evan Griffith, Evelyn Young Holeman,  

Paul Ronk  

19  Melody Bradsher  

20  Betty Jean Horton  

22  Chad Dowell  

23  Nick Rodgers, Joey Scott  

26  Donnie Murray  

September Anniversaries 
14 Mike & Mickey Laws  

15 Glen & Misha Price 

19 Roy & Luanne Ellis; Randy & Penny Long  

 

     MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
September 2012 

More Calendar Information: 
http://www.mtzionumc.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

-8:30am Early Service 

3 4 
-7pm PUMP @ Mt. Tirzah  

5 
-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

 

6 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

7 

-7pm Set up for bikers lunch 

NFH&K 

8 
-8:30am Scouting Ministr  OFH, 
Basement & Believers Class 

 
-Relay 4 life bikers lunch NFH&K
  

9 

-7am Methodist Men 
 

-8:30am Early Service 
 

-Youth Fundraiser Luncheon  
after 10:55 service NFH 
 

-1:30pm Admin Board Mtg Believers 
Class  
 

 

10 

-7pm Circle 2 mtg in the Believers 

Class 

11 12 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

13 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

14 

-7:15-9:00 Middle & High School 

meeting at church (movie and 

discussion). 

 

15 
-5pm Church Auction/dinner 
Fundraiser for the Building Fund 
NFH  

16 

-8:30am Early Service 

 

 

17 18 19 
-1-3pm Cheerful Hearts NFH 
 
-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

20 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

 

 

 

21 

Relay for Life Event at Person High 

School  

22 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry- NFH, 
OFH, Basement & Believers Class 
 

-11-4pm-Youth Cornhole tourney 
 

-2:30-4pm Ladies Aid Mtg OFH 
 

-Mum Pick-up  

23 

-8:30am Early Service 

24 
-7pm Ladies of JOY Believers 
Class 

25 26 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

27 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

 

 

28 

-Serve at Christian Help Center –

Holeman Family 
 

-7:15-9:00 Middle & High School 

meeting at church (devotion, 

games preparing for fall carnival 

and fellowship). 

29 

30 

-8:30am Early Service 

      




