
Prayer Concerns 
 

Bernie Allison, Wilbur Alphin, Sammy Barnwell, Vernon Batton, Jan Bechtel, Glenn 
Blalock, Kevin Bowen, Josephine Brewster, Willoree Broach, Edward Burke, Billy 
Cates, B.C. Champion, Mickey Clayton, Randy & Rhonda Clayton, Vickie Cochran, 
Keith Cozart, Ronnie Crumpton, Charles Daniels, Irene Davis, Marie Dunman, Kailey 
Eaton, Barry Eller, Vann Elliott, Douglass Ferrell, Bernease Foushee, Loretta 

Foushee, Kristina Gentry, Morgan Gentry, Fay Goodwin, CW Gray, Tina Hahn, Larry Hicks, 
Maurice Hill, Robin Hill, Dalled Mae Horton, Jesse Hourigan, Allen Hunt, Skip Hutchins, Sharon 
James, Tia Johnson, Gail Jones, Peggy Jones, Kay Lambert, A.C. Long, Arlene Long, Cleo Long, 
Robert Lozier, Virginia Lunsford, Tommy Monk, Monica Moore, Scott Murphy, Melissa Murray, 
Christie Oakley, Pam Pendergrass, Peggy Pendergrass, Tony Pleasant, Sarah Poindexter, Susan 
Porterfield, Fay Pope, Rassie Reagan,  Dwayne Reaves, Robin Reaves, Joanne Rimmer, Barbara 
Rogers, Micholene Shumacher, Joan Snyder, Katie Soloman, Emma Thornton, Ann Whitfield, 
Elizabeth Whitfield, Jugrette Whitt, Tammy R. Whitt, Brenda Williams, James Wilson, Tommy 
Wolfe, Emma Yarborough 
 

Military:  Charles & Kris Bradsher, Jon Bradsher, Wallace Bradsher, Jr., Travis Long, Jeff Priest  
 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
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In Sympathy to the family of: 
 

Emory Duncan, Donald Knott, Wesley Meadows,   
John Montague, Mary Ann Satterwhite, Tommy Skinner,  

Wayne Wheeler,  Jack Whitt, Blanche Young 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4                                     

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 
 

The other day I was thinking about how much I have to thank God for. As I started listing all the 

good things in my life that I am sure are gifts from God, I suddenly thought about all of those 

people who don’t appear to be as blessed as I am. I realized that, in some respects, it is so much 

easier to be thankful when everything is going well; when you have your health and are prosperous; 

when you lie down at night and know that all under your roof and in your family are secure. But 

what about all those instances when you can’t be sure of those things? What about all those people 

who face uncertain circumstances? How can they be thankful?  

As I thought about that it occurred to me that trust is a necessity in the thankful heart. The only way to be truly 

thankful in all situations is to trust God and the only way to truly trust God is to release all those things that we are so 

thankful for into his care. That is where the real rub comes in. Sometimes I think we might mistake thankfulness for 

possessiveness. Sometimes we say we are thankful for the blessings in life but what we really feel is fear at the 

thought of losing them. We want the people we love to be with us. We want to hold onto them and all the good 

things we have. I know that has been true in my life. This is quite natural, but when this desire to hold onto the 

blessings causes fear and anxiety, then it is evident that we aren’t trusting God. Without trust there can never be 

peace but when trust resides in the human heart, thanksgiving will be evident and peace will reign. In Paul’s letter to 

the Philippians we read, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 

all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.” (4:4-7) 

Here Paul couples thanksgiving with prayer and petition and I want you to notice that Paul did not say give 

thanks for every thing; he said give thanks in all things. There are certainly situations in life that we do not want to 

thank God for. We don’t want to thank him when poor health comes upon us or when a loved one dies. We don’t 

want to thank him when one of our children gets into trouble or when we may be going through financial hardship or 

when we have lost our job. And Paul doesn’t tell us to be thankful for these things but he does tell us to give thanks 

to God in the midst of trials. He tells us to give thanks to God in the middle of hardships. In the good times and the 

bad we must give thanks. Now what this tells me is that thanksgiving, like joy is a state of the heart and soul.  

You see if we are giving thanks for something that means that our thanksgiving is determined by outside 

influences. But if we can give thanks even in the midst of suffering, trial and temptation then that means that 

thanksgiving is an expression of trust and courage.  

In that passage from Philippians Paul says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Here he is talking about prayers that have not been answered 

yet and he tells us to lift our petitions to God with thanksgiving before they are even answered. Isn’t that getting the 

cart before the horse? I mean, don’t we want to wait and see if God will answer our prayers according to the way we 

want? No, not for those who truly trust. The one who can truly lift up his or her prayers before God with 

thanksgiving is expressing a trust that God has their best interest at heart and no matter how God may choose to 

answer their prayer; it will be what is best for them. So then, thanksgiving is an expression of faith and Paul tells us 

that faith will manifest itself as the “peace of God which transcends all understanding.” Our hearts will not be fearful 

and our minds will not be filled with worry. We will truly be able to rejoice, for we will know that the Lord is good.  

Is it peace that you seek? Then follow the instruction of Paul; lift up your requests with a trusting and thankful 

heart, surrendering yourself and all the things and people you love into his hands. 

      

        Happy Thanksgiving and Peace to You, 

        Donald 

Circle #2Circle #2  
  

Monday, 
November 5 

7pm 
 

~Believers Class 

Methodist MenMethodist Men  
  

Sunday, 
November 4 

7:15am 
 

~New Fellowship Hall 

 

Ladies of  JOYLadies of  JOY 
 

 
Monday, 

November 26 
7pm 

 

~Believer’s Class 



Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

We are most humble and sincerely thankful for all of God’s 
blessings which have been poured out to our preschool. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all who  
participated in the Ten for Ten Campaign. The preschool  

collected $962.00 which we consider a great success and we say, “thank 
you”.  Since we are in the fall season, our activities have been centered on 
the colors of autumn such as that of leaves and pumpkins.  The children  
enjoyed a fieldtrip to the Person County Library with Ms. Amanda Weaver. 
She talked about what you do when you come to the library and she shared 
the reading of three books. The children are looking forward to Thanksgiving 
and the holiday season. 
 

Thank you, 
The Mt. Zion Preschool Staff 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
November 22nd 

 

Psalm 95:1-6 
"O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the 
deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he made it: 

and his hands formed the dry land. O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel  
before the LORD our maker."  

Veteran’s Day, Honoring All Those Who Served 
 

Many Americans mistakenly believe that Veterans Day is the day America sets aside to honor  
American military personnel who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained from combat. That's 
not true.  Memorial Day in May is the day set aside to honor America's war dead.  
 
Veterans Day, on the other hand, honors ALL American veterans, living and dead. In fact, Veterans Day 
is largely intended to thank LIVING veterans for dedicated and loyal service to their country.  
November 11 of each year is the day set aside to let veterans know how deeply we appreciate the  
sacrifices made in their lives to keep our country free.  
 
Originally called Armistice Day, in 1921, the United States of America celebrated the ending of World 
War I hostilities (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month), by laying to rest the remains of a 
World War I American soldier -- his name "known but to God" -- on a Virginia hillside overlooking the 
city of Washington DC and the Potomac River. This site became known as the "Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier," and today is called the "Tomb of the Unknowns." Located in Arlington National Cemetery, the 
tomb symbolizes dignity and reverence for the American veteran.  
 
In America, November 11th officially became known as Armistice Day through an act of Congress in 
1926 and 12 years later a similar act made Armistice Day a national holiday.  
 
The World thought that World War I was the "War to end all wars." Had this been the case, the holiday 
might still be called Armistice Day today. That dream was shattered in 1939 when World War II broke 
out in Europe. More than 400,000 American service members died during that horrific war.  
 
In 1947, Raymond Weeks, of Birmingham Ala., organized a "Veterans Day" parade on November 11th to 
honor all of America's veterans for their loyal and dedicated service. Shortly thereafter,  
Congressman Edward H. Rees (Kansas) introduced legislation to change the name of Armistice Day to 
Veterans Day in order to honor all veterans who have served the United States in all wars.  
 
In 1954, President Eisenhower (himself a distinguished WWII General) signed a bill proclaiming  
November 11 as Veterans Day, and called upon Americans everywhere to rededicate themselves to the 
cause of peace. He issued a Presidential Order directing the head of the Veterans Administration to 
form a Veterans Day National Committee to organize and oversee the national observance of  
Veterans Day.  
 
A Veterans Day National Ceremony is held at exactly 11 a.m., each November 11th, a color guard, made 
up of members from each of the military branches, renders honors to America's war dead  
during a ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery. The President or his 
representative places a wreath at the Tomb and a bugler sounds Taps. The balance of the ceremony, 
including a "Parade of Flags" by numerous Veterans service organizations, takes place inside the  
Memorial Amphitheater, adjacent to the Tomb.  
 
Veterans Day is always observed on November 11, regardless of the day of the week on which it falls. 
The Veterans Day National Ceremony is always held on Veterans Day itself, even if the holiday falls on 
a Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Have You Thanked a Veteran Today? A meaningful Veterans Day activity is for people to send notes or 
cards to hospitalized veterans or those living in Veterans homes. Or, for those who can, visit a  
veteran at the Durham VAMC. Do you thank a veteran you see in uniform for his or her service? A great 
way to have a "happy Veterans Day" is to do something special to make a veteran happy.  
 
 

Larry Dowell 

http://usmilitary.about.com/od/theorderlyroom/a/tapshistory.htm


 

SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 
 

Boy Scout Troop 288  
 

The boys made the weekend trip to the Virginia creeper bike trial for a 20 mile bike ride. 
Some of the upcoming Cub Scouts also attended to keep interest and see what's just 
around the corner. The troop also sent out a condolence card to the troop in Concord, 
North Carolina, who lost a scout during a hike in the North Carolina mountains. 
 

Girl Scout Troop 1651 
 

The Brownies and Daisies worked together on a gardening project at the church  
guided by Melanie Scott, Maria Dontas and Ms. Sandy Davis of Mt. Zion Church.  
 

The Juniors learned about the POWER that each of us have...the Power of One, the 
Power of Team, and the Power of Community. They created Dream Team 'trading cards' 
and also chose one or two female role models (past or present/famous or not) and cre-
ated Dream Team cards for them as well. They shared their dreams and why they chose 
the role model(s). 
 

The Cadettes, Seniors, and Ambassadors led by Kate Holeman, attended the 
Cookie University at Campbell University where they attended workshops on how to truly 
bring cookie sales to the next level. 
 

Listed below is the Troop Leadership Team for 2012-2013 
Daisies: Melanie Scott and Rusti Sharpe  
Brownies: Maria Dontas and Denise Davis 
Juniors: Sandra Long and Ann Marraccinni  
Cadettes/Seniors/Ambassadors: Kate Holeman and Jennifer Tong  

 
 

 

 

IN HONOR OF OUR KNOWN LIVING VETERANS AT  

MT. ZION 
 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF THE DECEASED VETERANS AT MT. ZION 
 

 

Dewey Allison 

Chelves Ashby 
Jon Bradsher 

Charles Bradsher 
Kristine Bradsher 
Wallace Bradsher 

Wallace Bradsher, Jr. 
Bunnie Clayton 

Lin Dollar 

Larry Dowell 
John Foushee 

Dan Hawkins 
Jimmy Holeman 
Howard Jones 

Hugh Jones 
Harold Long 

Tony Long 

Martha Mitchell 
Danny Morris 

Donnie Murray 
Michael Pierce 
Leamon Poole 

David Pope 
Colby Rice 

Dale Rimmer 

Ronnie Roberts 
Vickie Ronk 

T.W. Solomon 
Guy Townsend 
Dan Whitfield 

Everett Willman 
Wayne Wilkerson 

Thomas Blackard 

Clarence Burch 
M.E. Carroll 

Jefferson Carver 
Hugh Cates 

Samuel H. Cates 

Charles Christy 
Larry Davis 

Robert Ferrell 

“Cootie” Foushee 
Hubert Hicks 

C.F. Holeman 
Warner Neal Horton 

“Bootley” Jones 

Malcolm Jones 
Phillip Jones 
Rupert Jones 

Reginald Long 
Felton Laws 

Charles Monk 

Charley Mooney 

Cleve Moore 
Danny Moore 

Earl Moore 
George W. Moore 
James W. Moore 

Clifton Pearce 
Gilbert Pearce 
Holton Pearce 

Hubert Pearce 
Thomas Pearce 

Barnette Pierce 
Marion Poindexter 

James Regan 

Mercellos Regan 
Raymond Timberlake 
“Shorty” Westbrooks 

C.J. White 
Jack Whitt 

Flint Whitfield 
Bobby Wrenn 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Hurdle Mills VFD BBQ & Auction  
 

November 3rd  
at Clement Baptist Church  

 
4 pm - until  

eat in or take out 
 

Dessert Donations needed.   
Drop off at HMVFD by 1pm or at   

Clement church by 3pm. 
 

Thanks for your support! 

 
 

P.U.M.P Up For Pilgrimage 
 

 

Sunday, November 4 

 3-7pm 
 

Mt Zion UMC New Fellowship Hall 
 

Fun, Food, Music, Fellowship 
 

Musical Guest: Standing In Chairs 
 

All P.U.M.P youth are invited 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Veterans Day  
By Taylor Weinman  

 

Representing the red white and blue  

The colors of our flag stand out proud and true.  

The white stars on blue background with red and white 

stripes  

Remind me of these veterans, who all risked their lives.  

Just so the people of the U.S. could all live in peace and 

be free  

These are the heroes that represent you and me.  

They stood up strongly, united as one,  

And kept up the fighting until they were done.  

And although some have fallen, and lost their lives in 

war,  

We pray for each one of them.  

And now that their souls live on forever more,  

Above in God's hands.  

They watch over our nation,  

And give us strength to triumph over others with 

strong  

anticipation.  

So every year, when this day comes by,  

Think of all the veterans that while fighting, had to die.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Bravest Man I Know  
by Amanda Whitney  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is a man I've never met.  

He's a man who risks his life  
To save a friend,  

Not only to save a friend,  
But to save a nation.  

Risking his life  
For those he does not know.  

Stepping up  
Leaving loved ones behind,  

So that somewhere,  
Someone else won't have to.  

He is a man who follows orders  
Even though he knows he might die.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who would rather die,  

So one more person could go home  
To see his family again.  

The man who stares death in the face,  
But never blinks.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who risks his life  

So one day the world may be a better place for his children.  
Or any man who goes against his biggest fear.  

DEATH  
Just to save someone he loves.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who fights  

So another man can have the taste of sweet freedom.  
Not fighting only for his own benefit,  

But for many others all over the world,  
Fighting to make this world a better place.  

 

That's the bravest man I know.  



 

The Power of Love and the Miracle Beyond the Shoebox 
Operation Christmas Child 

November 2012 
 

When they open their shoe box gifts, the harsh world around them fades and their hearts fill with 
wonder and joy as they see the treasures within.  Yet the impact of Operation Christmas Child 
goes far beyond smiles and laughter.  These simple gifts become Gospel opportunities, opening 
hurting hearts to experience the transforming power of Jesus Christ. 
 

A Note from Franklin Graham:  When the first shoe boxes were collected in 1993, I could not have 
imagined the amazing ways God would still be using Operation Christmas Child 17 years later.  
More than 94 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have experienced the joy of receiving 
these simple treasures.  Best of all, these gifts continue to provide opportunities to introduce 
young people to the Savior, Jesus Christ.  Please pray that the Lord continues to multiply His  
blessings upon this program so that many more children will commit their hearts to Jesus and say: 
“For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust from my youth” (Psalms 71:5, NKJV). 
 

Mt. Zion began their Operation Christmas Child ministry in 1998 when Gina Murray shared a video 
at a Circle #3 meeting.  Each member could bring whatever items they wanted to fill a shoe box 
with.  We filled 25 that year.  Since then, the process has been streamlined to involve all church 
members who want to share in this special ministry. 
 

All children are encouraged to participate in Operation Christmas Child.  Who knows what God 
can do with your shoe box!?  “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And 
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” Romans 10:14 
 

When Izabella McMillon was 13 years old in communist Romania, she received an Operation 
Christmas Child shoe box gift.  On Sunday, November 4th Izabella will share her story at both the 
8:30 Blended Worship Service and the 10:55 Traditional Worship Service. 
 

Please join us in the Old Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 4th at 10:00am when the kids will 
be packing shoeboxes and hear this life-changing story from Izabella. 
 

I would like to thank each of you for your generosity and participation in this wonderful ministry. 
 

In Christian Love, 
Kim Tuck 

Christian Help Center Update: 
 
CHC feeds anywhere from 30-55 hungry on a daily basis. They are still in need of 
canned meat and canned potatoes for the food pantry. As always any food (canned 
and dry) or fall/winter clothing will help. Monetary donations are always  
appreciated. 
 
For those of you who may not have heard, this will be our last year "heading up" the Christian Help 
Center Calendar for Mt Zion. We feel someone else needs the opportunity to lead this wonderful  
mission. The 2012 calendar is booked but January 2013 will be here before you know it. Please  
consider being a volunteer. It will change you forever. If you can't volunteer, for whatever reason, 
please pray for the continued success of Christian Help Center.  
 
Thank you for all you do in HIS name,  
Phil, Wendy, Jessica and Matthew  
 
The middle school class will be feeding at the Christian Help Center in November.  We will 
be serving Mt Zion's famous Brunswick Stew. Contact Tammy Tuck if you can help serve or 
donate a quart. of stew. 

 
"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him  for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 

 

Mt. Zion UMCMt. Zion UMC  
StewStew  

  
  
  

November 10, 2012 
 

Stew $6.50 quart 

 

Ham & Egg Supper  
with Musical Entertainment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, November 30th 
Supper from 5:30 – 7:00pm 

Entertainment at 7:15pm 
 

Tickets – see a member of  
Ladies of J.O.Y. 
$10 for adults 

$5 for children 10 and under 

 

End of Daylight Savings Time 
 

Sunday,  November 4th 

 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—   

for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  

1 Timothy 2:1-2 



 

Sometimes, something as simple as a pair of shoes can make 
all the difference in the world.  A pair of shoes, to cover the 
feet of someone in need, can be a powerful tool for ministry. 
This year's Christmas Play, we invite you to come meet the 

Loggins Family, at the Christmas tree farm where you will hear the "Good News" 
and God's love in action, one pair of shoes at a time.  In addition, the Youth will be 
collecting shoes for the next 8 weeks and one by one, watch it grow from one 
pair, for one soul, to hundreds of pairs for hundreds of souls.  Bring your gently 
used shoes tied or bound together by a rubber band and $1 and leave them in our 
donation box in the breezeway.  
 

Contact Tammy Tuck for more information about how you can participate,  
336-599-7714. 
 

 

Christmas play practice will be held on Sundays. We are in need of Christmas trees.  
Anyone that has "extra" artificial trees, of any size, please see Tammy Tuck.  

 

Back Pack Pals needs your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to help a child in need have 
food on the weekends, please bring ready to 
eat, individually packaged foods and place 

them in the Back Pack Pals collection box in 
the breezeway.  You will find suggestions 

taped to the box.   

 

PUMP will be providing 50 gift bags to 
give to the clients at the Christian Help 
Center at Christmas.  Our church is 
asked to provide toothpaste for these 
bags.  Please bring toothpaste and put in 
the box on the bench outside of   
secretary’s office.   
 
Thank you,  
PUMP Representatives 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 

Mt. Zion UMYF Update 
Hello Everyone,  
 
Where can I start? Thank you to everyone that has supported the youth ministry here at Mt Zion. 
It is very encouraging to witness the love and support everyone has given to our youth ministry. 
Over the past few months everyone has shown their support through monetary donations, 
furniture donations, and most importantly prayer donations. This support is helping our ministry 
grow both physically and spiritually. During the month of November, Mt. Zion will be full of youth 
activity. The afternoon of November 4th we will be hosting a PUMP youth rally in the New 
Fellowship Hall. This rally will bring Methodist youth from all around Person County to Mt. Zion 
for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we all prepare for Pilgrimage. That following Friday, 
November 9, our group will be loading up and heading to Fayetteville for the North Carolina 
Conference Youth event Pilgrimage. This event will bring 6,000 youth from all over the state to 
come worship and praise with one another. This will be an AWESOME experience for everyone 
who attends. I ask everyone to pray for the youth and chaperones that will be attending.  
 
Thank you, 
Stephen 

 

The Youth group will be selling poinsettias "In Honor of" or "In Memory of" for 

$10 each. 

 

The money raised will go towards Jerusalem Arc which supports Youth for 

Hope: Cross-cultural & Advanced Leadership Training Program in the Holy 

Land. 

 

Christian high school youth and university students in Europe and the United States are invited 

each year through their churches and academic institutions to attend the annual “Youth for 

Hope Cross-cultural and Advanced Leadership Training Program” in the Holy Land. 

 

The program allows visiting participants to interact with local youth through leadership 

training, educational visits to communities, Holy places and sites, Bible readings and 

reflections, dialogue and live exchange on different religious, social and cultural issues, 

voluntary work with vulnerable and disadvantaged local Christian children at the “Kids for 

Hope Summer Camp” and through various other activities. 

 

Visiting participants will have a more in-depth understanding of the Bible and will obtain 

knowledge and first-hand experience about the life and conditions of the local Christian 

community living in the Holy Land. 

 

Please complete an order form and return to any Jr. or Sr. Youth Member by Sunday, 

November 25th.  Order forms are located on the secretary. 

 

Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved for a monitor to be installed in front of the choir loft in the  

sanctuary. 

  



November Birthday’s 
2  Caroline Scott  

4  Cassidy Wilkins  

5  Kim Foushee  

7  Jonathon Bradsher, Brandon Taylor                

8  Maggi Benson  

10  Charles Dacus, Alice Grinstead  

12  Allison Porterfield 

16  Sarah Ann Kennedy  

17  Diana Bolton, Angela Cole  

18  Kaitlyn Dail, Gina Murray,                   

Leigh Ann Snead  

19  Keith Cozart  

20  Tyler Oakes  

22  Becky Pope  

23  Bill Cole  

26  Jason Hatley, Maggie Holeman,        

Donya Moore, Cameron Tuck  

27  Carolyn Foushee  

29  Jacey Lea Fletcher, Jeanne Willman  

30  Jordan Grinstead  

 

November Anniversaries 
 

2  Ray & Jan Bechtel 
 

10  Dan & Ann Hawkins,  
Mike & Dena Kennedy 
 

15  Jason & Ashley Fletcher 
 

18  Bill & Angela Cole 
 

20  Howard & Anna Jones; 
Todd & Sandra Long;  Tony & Ann Wrenn 
 

23  Karen & Sammy Clayton; 
T.B. & Alice Grinstead 

 

More Calendar Information: 
http://www.mtzionumc.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1   
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

2 3 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry  OFH, 
Basement & Believers Class 
 
- 4pm Hurdle Mills VFD BBQ - 
Clement Baptist Church 

4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

-7:15am Methodist Men NFH&K 
 

-8:30am Blended Worship Service 
 

-10am Operation Christmas Child OFH 
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service 
 

-Christmas Play Practice  
 

-3-7pm PUMP Youth Rally NFH 
 

-7pm Charge Conference Salem UMC 

5 
-7pm Circle 2 Meeting 

Believer’s Class 

6 
-7pm PUMP Oak Grove 

7  
-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

8   
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

9 
-Stew Work Day 
 

-Pilgrimage Fayetteville, NC 

10 
-Stew 
 

-Pilgrimage Fayetteville, NC 

11  
-8:30am Blended Worship Service 
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service 
 

-Christmas Play Practice  
 

-Pilgrimage Fayetteville, NC 
 

 

 

12 13 14  
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

15   
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

16 17 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry  OFH, 
Basement & Believers Class 

18  
-8:30am Blended Worship Service 
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service 
 

-Christmas Play Practice  

19 20 
-12pm Preschool Thanksgiving 
Lunch NFH&K 

21  
-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 
 
 

22  
Thanksgiving Day 

23 
-Serve at Christian Help Center – 

Middle School Class 

24 

25  
-8:30am Blended Worship Service 
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service 
 

-Christmas Play Practice  
 

-Deadline to order poinsettias from Youth 

26 
-7pm Ladies of JOY Believers 

Classroom 

27 28  
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

29 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

30 
-5:30pm Ham & Egg Dinner/
Musical Entertainment NFH 

 

MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
November 2012 

 



 

Sometimes, something as simple as a pair of shoes can make 
all the difference in the world.  A pair of shoes, to cover the 
feet of someone in need, can be a powerful tool for ministry. 
This year's Christmas Play, we invite you to come meet the 

Loggins Family, at the Christmas tree farm where you will hear the "Good News" 
and God's love in action, one pair of shoes at a time.  In addition, the Youth will be 
collecting shoes for the next 8 weeks and one by one, watch it grow from one 
pair, for one soul, to hundreds of pairs for hundreds of souls.  Bring your gently 
used shoes tied or bound together by a rubber band and $1 and leave them in our 
donation box in the breezeway.  
 

Contact Tammy Tuck for more information about how you can participate,  
336-599-7714. 
 

 

Christmas play practice will be held on Sundays. We are in need of Christmas trees.  
Anyone that has "extra" artificial trees, of any size, please see Tammy Tuck.  

 

Back Pack Pals needs your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to help a child in need have 
food on the weekends, please bring ready to 
eat, individually packaged foods and place 

them in the Back Pack Pals collection box in 
the breezeway.  You will find suggestions 

taped to the box.   

 

PUMP will be providing 50 gift bags to 
give to the clients at the Christian Help 
Center at Christmas.  Our church is 
asked to provide toothpaste for these 
bags.  Please bring toothpaste and put in 
the box on the bench outside of   
secretary’s office.   
 
Thank you,  
PUMP Representatives 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 

Mt. Zion UMYF Update 
Hello Everyone,  
 
Where can I start? Thank you to everyone that has supported the youth ministry here at Mt Zion. 
It is very encouraging to witness the love and support everyone has given to our youth ministry. 
Over the past few months everyone has shown their support through monetary donations, 
furniture donations, and most importantly prayer donations. This support is helping our ministry 
grow both physically and spiritually. During the month of November, Mt. Zion will be full of youth 
activity. The afternoon of November 4th we will be hosting a PUMP youth rally in the New 
Fellowship Hall. This rally will bring Methodist youth from all around Person County to Mt. Zion 
for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we all prepare for Pilgrimage. That following Friday, 
November 9, our group will be loading up and heading to Fayetteville for the North Carolina 
Conference Youth event Pilgrimage. This event will bring 6,000 youth from all over the state to 
come worship and praise with one another. This will be an AWESOME experience for everyone 
who attends. I ask everyone to pray for the youth and chaperones that will be attending.  
 
Thank you, 
Stephen 

 

The Youth group will be selling poinsettias "In Honor of" or "In Memory of" for 

$10 each. 

 

The money raised will go towards Jerusalem Arc which supports Youth for 

Hope: Cross-cultural & Advanced Leadership Training Program in the Holy 

Land. 

 

Christian high school youth and university students in Europe and the United States are invited 

each year through their churches and academic institutions to attend the annual “Youth for 

Hope Cross-cultural and Advanced Leadership Training Program” in the Holy Land. 

 

The program allows visiting participants to interact with local youth through leadership 

training, educational visits to communities, Holy places and sites, Bible readings and 

reflections, dialogue and live exchange on different religious, social and cultural issues, 

voluntary work with vulnerable and disadvantaged local Christian children at the “Kids for 

Hope Summer Camp” and through various other activities. 

 

Visiting participants will have a more in-depth understanding of the Bible and will obtain 

knowledge and first-hand experience about the life and conditions of the local Christian 

community living in the Holy Land. 

 

Please complete an order form and return to any Jr. or Sr. Youth Member by Sunday, 

November 25th.  Order forms are located on the secretary. 

 

Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved for a monitor to be installed in front of the choir loft in the  

sanctuary. 

  



 

The Power of Love and the Miracle Beyond the Shoebox 
Operation Christmas Child 

November 2012 
 

When they open their shoe box gifts, the harsh world around them fades and their hearts fill with 
wonder and joy as they see the treasures within.  Yet the impact of Operation Christmas Child 
goes far beyond smiles and laughter.  These simple gifts become Gospel opportunities, opening 
hurting hearts to experience the transforming power of Jesus Christ. 
 

A Note from Franklin Graham:  When the first shoe boxes were collected in 1993, I could not have 
imagined the amazing ways God would still be using Operation Christmas Child 17 years later.  
More than 94 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have experienced the joy of receiving 
these simple treasures.  Best of all, these gifts continue to provide opportunities to introduce 
young people to the Savior, Jesus Christ.  Please pray that the Lord continues to multiply His  
blessings upon this program so that many more children will commit their hearts to Jesus and say: 
“For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust from my youth” (Psalms 71:5, NKJV). 
 

Mt. Zion began their Operation Christmas Child ministry in 1998 when Gina Murray shared a video 
at a Circle #3 meeting.  Each member could bring whatever items they wanted to fill a shoe box 
with.  We filled 25 that year.  Since then, the process has been streamlined to involve all church 
members who want to share in this special ministry. 
 

All children are encouraged to participate in Operation Christmas Child.  Who knows what God 
can do with your shoe box!?  “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And 
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” Romans 10:14 
 

When Izabella McMillon was 13 years old in communist Romania, she received an Operation 
Christmas Child shoe box gift.  On Sunday, November 4th Izabella will share her story at both the 
8:30 Blended Worship Service and the 10:55 Traditional Worship Service. 
 

Please join us in the Old Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 4th at 10:00am when the kids will 
be packing shoeboxes and hear this life-changing story from Izabella. 
 

I would like to thank each of you for your generosity and participation in this wonderful ministry. 
 

In Christian Love, 
Kim Tuck 

Christian Help Center Update: 
 
CHC feeds anywhere from 30-55 hungry on a daily basis. They are still in need of 
canned meat and canned potatoes for the food pantry. As always any food (canned 
and dry) or fall/winter clothing will help. Monetary donations are always  
appreciated. 
 
For those of you who may not have heard, this will be our last year "heading up" the Christian Help 
Center Calendar for Mt Zion. We feel someone else needs the opportunity to lead this wonderful  
mission. The 2012 calendar is booked but January 2013 will be here before you know it. Please  
consider being a volunteer. It will change you forever. If you can't volunteer, for whatever reason, 
please pray for the continued success of Christian Help Center.  
 
Thank you for all you do in HIS name,  
Phil, Wendy, Jessica and Matthew  
 
The middle school class will be feeding at the Christian Help Center in November.  We will 
be serving Mt Zion's famous Brunswick Stew. Contact Tammy Tuck if you can help serve or 
donate a quart. of stew. 

 
"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him  for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 

 

Mt. Zion UMCMt. Zion UMC  
StewStew  

  
  
  

November 10, 2012 
 

Stew $6.50 quart 

 

Ham & Egg Supper  
with Musical Entertainment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, November 30th 
Supper from 5:30 – 7:00pm 

Entertainment at 7:15pm 
 

Tickets – see a member of  
Ladies of J.O.Y. 
$10 for adults 

$5 for children 10 and under 

 

End of Daylight Savings Time 
 

Sunday,  November 4th 

 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—   

for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  

1 Timothy 2:1-2 



 

SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 
 

Boy Scout Troop 288  
 

The boys made the weekend trip to the Virginia creeper bike trial for a 20 mile bike ride. 
Some of the upcoming Cub Scouts also attended to keep interest and see what's just 
around the corner. The troop also sent out a condolence card to the troop in Concord, 
North Carolina, who lost a scout during a hike in the North Carolina mountains. 
 

Girl Scout Troop 1651 
 

The Brownies and Daisies worked together on a gardening project at the church  
guided by Melanie Scott, Maria Dontas and Ms. Sandy Davis of Mt. Zion Church.  
 

The Juniors learned about the POWER that each of us have...the Power of One, the 
Power of Team, and the Power of Community. They created Dream Team 'trading cards' 
and also chose one or two female role models (past or present/famous or not) and cre-
ated Dream Team cards for them as well. They shared their dreams and why they chose 
the role model(s). 
 

The Cadettes, Seniors, and Ambassadors led by Kate Holeman, attended the 
Cookie University at Campbell University where they attended workshops on how to truly 
bring cookie sales to the next level. 
 

Listed below is the Troop Leadership Team for 2012-2013 
Daisies: Melanie Scott and Rusti Sharpe  
Brownies: Maria Dontas and Denise Davis 
Juniors: Sandra Long and Ann Marraccinni  
Cadettes/Seniors/Ambassadors: Kate Holeman and Jennifer Tong  

 
 

 

 

IN HONOR OF OUR KNOWN LIVING VETERANS AT  

MT. ZION 
 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF THE DECEASED VETERANS AT MT. ZION 
 

 

Dewey Allison 

Chelves Ashby 
Jon Bradsher 

Charles Bradsher 
Kristine Bradsher 
Wallace Bradsher 

Wallace Bradsher, Jr. 
Bunnie Clayton 

Lin Dollar 

Larry Dowell 
John Foushee 

Dan Hawkins 
Jimmy Holeman 
Howard Jones 

Hugh Jones 
Harold Long 

Tony Long 

Martha Mitchell 
Danny Morris 

Donnie Murray 
Michael Pierce 
Leamon Poole 

David Pope 
Colby Rice 

Dale Rimmer 

Ronnie Roberts 
Vickie Ronk 

T.W. Solomon 
Guy Townsend 
Dan Whitfield 

Everett Willman 
Wayne Wilkerson 

Thomas Blackard 

Clarence Burch 
M.E. Carroll 

Jefferson Carver 
Hugh Cates 

Samuel H. Cates 

Charles Christy 
Larry Davis 

Robert Ferrell 

“Cootie” Foushee 
Hubert Hicks 

C.F. Holeman 
Warner Neal Horton 

“Bootley” Jones 

Malcolm Jones 
Phillip Jones 
Rupert Jones 

Reginald Long 
Felton Laws 

Charles Monk 

Charley Mooney 

Cleve Moore 
Danny Moore 

Earl Moore 
George W. Moore 
James W. Moore 

Clifton Pearce 
Gilbert Pearce 
Holton Pearce 

Hubert Pearce 
Thomas Pearce 

Barnette Pierce 
Marion Poindexter 

James Regan 

Mercellos Regan 
Raymond Timberlake 
“Shorty” Westbrooks 

C.J. White 
Jack Whitt 

Flint Whitfield 
Bobby Wrenn 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Hurdle Mills VFD BBQ & Auction  
 

November 3rd  
at Clement Baptist Church  

 
4 pm - until  

eat in or take out 
 

Dessert Donations needed.   
Drop off at HMVFD by 1pm or at   

Clement church by 3pm. 
 

Thanks for your support! 

 
 

P.U.M.P Up For Pilgrimage 
 

 

Sunday, November 4 

 3-7pm 
 

Mt Zion UMC New Fellowship Hall 
 

Fun, Food, Music, Fellowship 
 

Musical Guest: Standing In Chairs 
 

All P.U.M.P youth are invited 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Veterans Day  
By Taylor Weinman  

 

Representing the red white and blue  

The colors of our flag stand out proud and true.  

The white stars on blue background with red and white 

stripes  

Remind me of these veterans, who all risked their lives.  

Just so the people of the U.S. could all live in peace and 

be free  

These are the heroes that represent you and me.  

They stood up strongly, united as one,  

And kept up the fighting until they were done.  

And although some have fallen, and lost their lives in 

war,  

We pray for each one of them.  

And now that their souls live on forever more,  

Above in God's hands.  

They watch over our nation,  

And give us strength to triumph over others with 

strong  

anticipation.  

So every year, when this day comes by,  

Think of all the veterans that while fighting, had to die.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Bravest Man I Know  
by Amanda Whitney  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is a man I've never met.  

He's a man who risks his life  
To save a friend,  

Not only to save a friend,  
But to save a nation.  

Risking his life  
For those he does not know.  

Stepping up  
Leaving loved ones behind,  

So that somewhere,  
Someone else won't have to.  

He is a man who follows orders  
Even though he knows he might die.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who would rather die,  

So one more person could go home  
To see his family again.  

The man who stares death in the face,  
But never blinks.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who risks his life  

So one day the world may be a better place for his children.  
Or any man who goes against his biggest fear.  

DEATH  
Just to save someone he loves.  

 

The bravest man I know.  
Is the man who fights  

So another man can have the taste of sweet freedom.  
Not fighting only for his own benefit,  

But for many others all over the world,  
Fighting to make this world a better place.  

 

That's the bravest man I know.  



Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

We are most humble and sincerely thankful for all of God’s 
blessings which have been poured out to our preschool. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all who  
participated in the Ten for Ten Campaign. The preschool  

collected $962.00 which we consider a great success and we say, “thank 
you”.  Since we are in the fall season, our activities have been centered on 
the colors of autumn such as that of leaves and pumpkins.  The children  
enjoyed a fieldtrip to the Person County Library with Ms. Amanda Weaver. 
She talked about what you do when you come to the library and she shared 
the reading of three books. The children are looking forward to Thanksgiving 
and the holiday season. 
 

Thank you, 
The Mt. Zion Preschool Staff 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
November 22nd 

 

Psalm 95:1-6 
"O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the 
deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he made it: 

and his hands formed the dry land. O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel  
before the LORD our maker."  

Veteran’s Day, Honoring All Those Who Served 
 

Many Americans mistakenly believe that Veterans Day is the day America sets aside to honor  
American military personnel who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained from combat. That's 
not true.  Memorial Day in May is the day set aside to honor America's war dead.  
 
Veterans Day, on the other hand, honors ALL American veterans, living and dead. In fact, Veterans Day 
is largely intended to thank LIVING veterans for dedicated and loyal service to their country.  
November 11 of each year is the day set aside to let veterans know how deeply we appreciate the  
sacrifices made in their lives to keep our country free.  
 
Originally called Armistice Day, in 1921, the United States of America celebrated the ending of World 
War I hostilities (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month), by laying to rest the remains of a 
World War I American soldier -- his name "known but to God" -- on a Virginia hillside overlooking the 
city of Washington DC and the Potomac River. This site became known as the "Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier," and today is called the "Tomb of the Unknowns." Located in Arlington National Cemetery, the 
tomb symbolizes dignity and reverence for the American veteran.  
 
In America, November 11th officially became known as Armistice Day through an act of Congress in 
1926 and 12 years later a similar act made Armistice Day a national holiday.  
 
The World thought that World War I was the "War to end all wars." Had this been the case, the holiday 
might still be called Armistice Day today. That dream was shattered in 1939 when World War II broke 
out in Europe. More than 400,000 American service members died during that horrific war.  
 
In 1947, Raymond Weeks, of Birmingham Ala., organized a "Veterans Day" parade on November 11th to 
honor all of America's veterans for their loyal and dedicated service. Shortly thereafter,  
Congressman Edward H. Rees (Kansas) introduced legislation to change the name of Armistice Day to 
Veterans Day in order to honor all veterans who have served the United States in all wars.  
 
In 1954, President Eisenhower (himself a distinguished WWII General) signed a bill proclaiming  
November 11 as Veterans Day, and called upon Americans everywhere to rededicate themselves to the 
cause of peace. He issued a Presidential Order directing the head of the Veterans Administration to 
form a Veterans Day National Committee to organize and oversee the national observance of  
Veterans Day.  
 
A Veterans Day National Ceremony is held at exactly 11 a.m., each November 11th, a color guard, made 
up of members from each of the military branches, renders honors to America's war dead  
during a ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery. The President or his 
representative places a wreath at the Tomb and a bugler sounds Taps. The balance of the ceremony, 
including a "Parade of Flags" by numerous Veterans service organizations, takes place inside the  
Memorial Amphitheater, adjacent to the Tomb.  
 
Veterans Day is always observed on November 11, regardless of the day of the week on which it falls. 
The Veterans Day National Ceremony is always held on Veterans Day itself, even if the holiday falls on 
a Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Have You Thanked a Veteran Today? A meaningful Veterans Day activity is for people to send notes or 
cards to hospitalized veterans or those living in Veterans homes. Or, for those who can, visit a  
veteran at the Durham VAMC. Do you thank a veteran you see in uniform for his or her service? A great 
way to have a "happy Veterans Day" is to do something special to make a veteran happy.  
 
 

Larry Dowell 

http://usmilitary.about.com/od/theorderlyroom/a/tapshistory.htm


Prayer Concerns 
 

Bernie Allison, Wilbur Alphin, Sammy Barnwell, Vernon Batton, Jan Bechtel, Glenn 
Blalock, Kevin Bowen, Josephine Brewster, Willoree Broach, Edward Burke, Billy 
Cates, B.C. Champion, Mickey Clayton, Randy & Rhonda Clayton, Vickie Cochran, 
Keith Cozart, Ronnie Crumpton, Charles Daniels, Irene Davis, Marie Dunman, Kailey 
Eaton, Barry Eller, Vann Elliott, Douglass Ferrell, Bernease Foushee, Loretta 

Foushee, Kristina Gentry, Morgan Gentry, Fay Goodwin, CW Gray, Tina Hahn, Larry Hicks, 
Maurice Hill, Robin Hill, Dalled Mae Horton, Jesse Hourigan, Allen Hunt, Skip Hutchins, Sharon 
James, Tia Johnson, Gail Jones, Peggy Jones, Kay Lambert, A.C. Long, Arlene Long, Cleo Long, 
Robert Lozier, Virginia Lunsford, Tommy Monk, Monica Moore, Scott Murphy, Melissa Murray, 
Christie Oakley, Pam Pendergrass, Peggy Pendergrass, Tony Pleasant, Sarah Poindexter, Susan 
Porterfield, Fay Pope, Rassie Reagan,  Dwayne Reaves, Robin Reaves, Joanne Rimmer, Barbara 
Rogers, Micholene Shumacher, Joan Snyder, Katie Soloman, Emma Thornton, Ann Whitfield, 
Elizabeth Whitfield, Jugrette Whitt, Tammy R. Whitt, Brenda Williams, James Wilson, Tommy 
Wolfe, Emma Yarborough 
 

Military:  Charles & Kris Bradsher, Jon Bradsher, Wallace Bradsher, Jr., Travis Long, Jeff Priest  
 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 

The Messenger 
A Newsletter of Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

 

 

Volume 12 Issue 11    November 2012 

 

In Sympathy to the family of: 
 

Emory Duncan, Donald Knott, Wesley Meadows,   
John Montague, Mary Ann Satterwhite, Tommy Skinner,  

Wayne Wheeler,  Jack Whitt, Blanche Young 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4                                     

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 
 

The other day I was thinking about how much I have to thank God for. As I started listing all the 

good things in my life that I am sure are gifts from God, I suddenly thought about all of those 

people who don’t appear to be as blessed as I am. I realized that, in some respects, it is so much 

easier to be thankful when everything is going well; when you have your health and are prosperous; 

when you lie down at night and know that all under your roof and in your family are secure. But 

what about all those instances when you can’t be sure of those things? What about all those people 

who face uncertain circumstances? How can they be thankful?  

As I thought about that it occurred to me that trust is a necessity in the thankful heart. The only way to be truly 

thankful in all situations is to trust God and the only way to truly trust God is to release all those things that we are so 

thankful for into his care. That is where the real rub comes in. Sometimes I think we might mistake thankfulness for 

possessiveness. Sometimes we say we are thankful for the blessings in life but what we really feel is fear at the 

thought of losing them. We want the people we love to be with us. We want to hold onto them and all the good 

things we have. I know that has been true in my life. This is quite natural, but when this desire to hold onto the 

blessings causes fear and anxiety, then it is evident that we aren’t trusting God. Without trust there can never be 

peace but when trust resides in the human heart, thanksgiving will be evident and peace will reign. In Paul’s letter to 

the Philippians we read, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 

all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.” (4:4-7) 

Here Paul couples thanksgiving with prayer and petition and I want you to notice that Paul did not say give 

thanks for every thing; he said give thanks in all things. There are certainly situations in life that we do not want to 

thank God for. We don’t want to thank him when poor health comes upon us or when a loved one dies. We don’t 

want to thank him when one of our children gets into trouble or when we may be going through financial hardship or 

when we have lost our job. And Paul doesn’t tell us to be thankful for these things but he does tell us to give thanks 

to God in the midst of trials. He tells us to give thanks to God in the middle of hardships. In the good times and the 

bad we must give thanks. Now what this tells me is that thanksgiving, like joy is a state of the heart and soul.  

You see if we are giving thanks for something that means that our thanksgiving is determined by outside 

influences. But if we can give thanks even in the midst of suffering, trial and temptation then that means that 

thanksgiving is an expression of trust and courage.  

In that passage from Philippians Paul says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Here he is talking about prayers that have not been answered 

yet and he tells us to lift our petitions to God with thanksgiving before they are even answered. Isn’t that getting the 

cart before the horse? I mean, don’t we want to wait and see if God will answer our prayers according to the way we 

want? No, not for those who truly trust. The one who can truly lift up his or her prayers before God with 

thanksgiving is expressing a trust that God has their best interest at heart and no matter how God may choose to 

answer their prayer; it will be what is best for them. So then, thanksgiving is an expression of faith and Paul tells us 

that faith will manifest itself as the “peace of God which transcends all understanding.” Our hearts will not be fearful 

and our minds will not be filled with worry. We will truly be able to rejoice, for we will know that the Lord is good.  

Is it peace that you seek? Then follow the instruction of Paul; lift up your requests with a trusting and thankful 

heart, surrendering yourself and all the things and people you love into his hands. 

      

        Happy Thanksgiving and Peace to You, 

        Donald 

Circle #2Circle #2  
  

Monday, 
November 5 

7pm 
 

~Believers Class 

Methodist MenMethodist Men  
  

Sunday, 
November 4 

7:15am 
 

~New Fellowship Hall 

 

Ladies of  JOYLadies of  JOY 
 

 
Monday, 

November 26 
7pm 

 

~Believer’s Class 




